
CHUPPLINK TO YOU  

Homeland Ministry Assignment 

On June 2nd our family landed in Chicago and our 

feet hit the ground running, it seems.  Already we 

have spent time in Michigan, Ohio, Indiana, Ten-

nessee, North Carolina, South Carolina, and cur-

rently Colorado, mostly with family and friends in 

each of those places.  Our trip home was unevent-

ful except for Mike being asked to assist a young 

woman who went into labor (her first pregnancy) 

shortly after the plane took off from Amsterdam.  

Her frequent contractions fortunately didnôt result 

in a delivery on the plane!  She was whisked off the 

plane by paramedics to a local Chicago maternity 

unit upon our arrival at the OôHare airport.. 

Our July schedule includes two weeks of mission related 

meetings especially focused on re-entry challenges for our 

family after spending most of the last 12 years in Kenya.  

One week was spent at our mission headquarters in Marion, 

IN, and the second week will be in Colorado Springs, CO.  

We are working on a 5 to 7  minute video entitled ñCome 

Walk with Meò and a colorful display highlighting our min-

istry for times of sharing with friends/supporters/churches.  

We are grateful to WGM for providing us with a full sized 

van to travel this summer over several thousand miles. 

In the first week of August we will be moving into a home 

for the year and ñsetting up shopò in southwest Michigan in 

a small town called Baroda.  Southwestern Medical Clinic, 

Mikeôs Christian medical group, has been in existence for over 40 years with a very big 

emphasis on medical missions and local ministry in Berrien County, Michigan. 

Above: Our family at WGM headquar-
ters in mid-July (Marion, IN) during Sup-
port Development Institute (SDI).   
Below:  Mike and Pam during WGM 
seminar to assist returning missionaries 
with American cultural re-entry and with 
future ministry development. 
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                        God is Tenwekõs recruiter! 

The day before we left Tenwek we received a very welcome email from a young 

couple at the Mayo Clinic in Minnesota.  Dr. Dan Galat and his wife, Heather, have 

been receiving our Chupplink emails as well as the newsletters of Russ and Beth 

White, our missionary teammates at Tenwek for over ten years.  Dan and Heather 

had visited Tenwek for three days in the fall of 2006. The Galats felt God speaking 

to them to change their plans of starting an orthopedic practice in the US. Dan has 

just finished an orthopedic residency at Mayo this June.  They felt that the need for a 

full time orthopedic surgeon at Tenwek (in light of Mikeôs absence) was the invita-

tion from the Lord to commit the first two years of their career serving as volunteers 

at Tenwek Hospital.  Since that email God has done some marvelous things in 

knocking down financial and professional roadblocks for the Galats to serve at Ten-

wek.  The number of orthopedic surgeons serving as longer term medical missionar-

ies around the globe is very small (probably fewer than five).  We hope that Danôs 

step of faith to jump into medical ministry ahead of private practice in the US will be 

an example and a challenge to other young orthopedic surgeons who are considering 

serving Christ with their training.  They hope to leave for Kenya in November with 

their four children.  Two days before receiving Danôs email Mike had asked the or-

thopedic staff to pray for the Galats who had visited Tenwek in 2006. What a rapid 

and exciting answer to our departmentôs prayers!!  (See Galat family picture on page 

three) 
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  Joyce and Daisy enjoy their new home 

In a previous Chupplink we shared with you 

the story of Joyce, a woman with AIDS who 

came to Christ in 2004 through the ministry 

of the Tenwek Hospice ministry.  Joyce has 

become very involved in local churches in-

forming believers of the spiritual and physi-

cal needs of victims of AIDS in Kenya.  She 

was without a home and barely getting by in 

a small rental with no garden.  God moved a 

friend in Michigan named Jim, a retiree, to 

give enough money so that Joyce and her 

three girls could have a home of their own 

with a small plot on which to grow produce.  

Joyce was overwhelmed with joy as we vis-

ited her in mid-May in her new home on a 

third of an acre.  Her daughter Daisy, also 

with AIDS from birth, had been at Tenwek 

very sick with complications related to her 

AIDS.  Daisy looked much improved having 

gained back several pounds while on the 

pediatric ward at Tenwek.  

Two Tenwek staff members, Sarah, a nurse, 

and Simon, a chaplain, spent many hours looking for 

this land and negotiating a fair purchase price.  Their 

love and acts of service for Joyce and her three girls 

have redeemed this family for Godôs Kingdom.  

Joyce is a big dreamer and shared with Mike her 

desire to increase her advocacy efforts on behalf of 

orphans and widows who are destitute and with little 

hope because of AIDS.  We trust God will use this 

courageous woman to assist the local church to meet 

the needs of women just like her! 

Above:  Joyce and Daisy with their new farm in 
the background as of May 08. 
Below: Joyce and her three daughters in their 
new home with Tenwek staff members Sarah 
Chepkwony (hospice nurse on far right) and 
Pastor Simon Ruttoh (hospital chaplain on far 
left).  This visit was to celebrate Godôs wonder-
ful provision of a home through a caring Chris-
tian retiree in Michigan named Jim.   

Orthopedic Department 

celebrates Godõs faithfulness 

One of the highlights of our last week at Ten-

wek was a party to celebrate the last 10 years 

of the orthopedic service at Tenwek. In the 

late 90ôs Mike started a separate surgical ser-

vice caring for Kenyans with fractures, bone 

infections, and other bone disease.  Nearly 20 

Tenwek staff enjoyed Mikeôs power point 

presentation highlighting the providence of 

God over a decade.  To God be the glory for 

bringing excellent visiting orthopedic sur-

geons, a vast array of technology and equip-

ment for doing surgery, and x-ray equipment 

allowing us to do contemporary techniques for 

fracture care.  God has worked in incredible 

ways to call out a handful of joint specialists and 

the companies who support them to provide hip 

and knee replacements over the last two years 

with superb results.  Nearly 40 patients have 

received joint replacements over two years with 

only one known infection and no major compli-

cations.  We wonder what God has in store for 

the next decade of orthopedic care at Tenwek 

Hospital!  

Above:  Mike with Tenwek staff members 
who serve faithfully to meet the needs of our 
patients with orthopedic injuries/disease.  
Below:  Special cake for our celebration 
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